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IPVS Statement

Moving towards Elimination of Cervical Cancer as a Public Health Problem

IPVS is releasing a Call to Actionto health authorities to adhere to international standards
developed by WHO to develop national, regional and local plans to ulitmatley achieve the goal of
cervical cancer elimination as a public health problem. A markedly reduced incidence of cervical
cancer is possible in the near term, with elimination thereafter, if high rates of HPV vaccination and
cervical screening are achieved.

The facts:

Every 2 minutes a woman dies of cervical cancer

Cervical cancer is a cancer caused by human papillomavirus (HPV) infection, which can be
effectively prevented as a public health problem by vaccination and screening.

Highly safe and effective vaccines that can prevent the majority of HPV infections that cause
cervical and other HPV-associated cancers are available.

Tests to screen for, and methods to treat, cervical pre-cancerous lesions are available and are
proven to reduce cervical cancer incidence.

Combining HPV vaccination at high coverage for adolescents and high coverage of cervical
screening, with appropriate treatment of all women, can eliminate cervical cancer as a public
health problem.

Recent modelling suggests that, with the tools available, elimination of cervical cancer in local
populations is achievable within our lifetime. To achieve this, these effective and cost-
effective prevention methods will need to be expanded, to include those not currently
vaccinated or screened.
Broad dissemination of HPV vaccines has been achieved in some low and high resource
countries, but needs to be scaled up globally, to reach the majority of age eligible individuals.

Today we are poised to markedly reduce the incidence of cervical cancer, with the vision of
eventually eliminating it as a public health problem, using the combination of sustained high
coverage HPV vaccination and sustained high coverage screening with treatment.

Please help spread the message that we can markedly reduce cervical cancer. We have the science
and the tools. We now urgently need the policy, the resources, political will and the public’s
determination to move forward to implement these actions.
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